Communiqué de presse
26 avril 2006

Institut national
de recherches
archéologiques
= : :

Liberté + Egalité + Fraternité préventives

REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

ministére de la Culture

et de la Communication

ministére délégué a

I'Enseignement supérieur
et a la Recherche

The origins of Guerande: archaeological
replies to old questions

A team from the Institut National de recherches archéologiques préventives (Inrap) is at
present working in the historic centre of Guerande, an opportunity provided by work on the
squares as well as the parvis of the Collegiate Church of Saint-Aubin.

This important excavation, financed by the town of Guerande, gives us a unique
opportunity of finding the answers to three questions first asked in the 19* century.

Is Guerande an antique town?

The mediaeval city of Guerande has it an antique origin? Recently discovered architectural
elements (tiles, petit appareil stonework), in situ or destroyed, could well confirm this.
Gallo-Roman pottery has been found during the excavation, but not in securely stratified
levels.

What is under the collegiate church?

The collegiate church dates mainly from the 15™ century, but what about the two, or even

three, earlier buildings on the site? Even though their precise age remains to be confirmed,
the most ancient could date from Antiquity (1%-5" century AD), and the most recent could
be Romanesque (11™- 12" century). In the 15™ century the Gothic church was founded on
these older buildings.

1342: Guerande suffered during the War of Succession of Brittany

Froissart, the mediaeval chronicler, reports that in 1342, during the war of succession of
Brittany, Guerande "was probably taken and looted". This account has been the subject of
discussion since the 19" century. The Place de la Psalette discoveries seem to confirm an
important break in continuity of occupation during the 14™ century, when several houses
were destroyed and a square was created in front of the collegiate church.

Inrap

With more than 1,800 collaborators and researchers Inrap is the largest French
archaeological organization and one of the foremost in Europe. A public research
establishment, it carries out most of the archaeological evaluation and excavations in
France. Within the framework of national and regional planning policy, it acts on behalf of
private and public property developers (local and regional authorities, Motorway
companies, French railroad system . . .). More than 2,500 excavation sites are undertaken
every year in mainland France and in the D.O.M. (French overseas departments).

Developer : Town of Guerande

Curation: Regional Archaeological Service (Drac Pays-de-la-Loire)
Preventive archaeology: Inrap

Site Director: Christophe Devals, Inrap
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