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An object unique of its kind has been discovered in the Gallo-Roman town of
Chevroches (Nièvre) during preventive excavations carried out by a team from the
Institut national de recherches archéologiques preventives (Inrap). The Musée
archéologique of Dijon in collaboration with Inrap is displaying this discovery until
28 January 2007.

The disc of Chevroches
The hemispherical disc is made of bronze plate with a diameter of 6.5 cms.
Conservation work has revealed its astrological and astronomical function.
The disc is divided into twelve equal compartments in which are inscribed, in
Greek letters, three successive words: the external line corresponds to the twelve
Egyptian months, the median line to the signs of the zodiac and the inner line to the
twelve Roman months.
Post-excavation analysis has enabled this disc to be dated to the late 3rd century
AD.

An astrological instrument that raises questions
A round table of about thirty experts from different disciplines (astronomy,
astrology, papyrology, archaeology, historiography, classics …) was organised to
compare and contrast their interpretations of this instrument. Although other
astrological instruments from antiquity have come down to us, the Chevroches disc
is a unique example, in the Roman world, of a calculating instrument which
enables the determination of a celestial map.
Its display in a temporary exhibition allows a wider public to discover both the
object and the context of its discovery.
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The exhibition
It shows the Gallo-Roman town of Chevroches and its development. The site of
this major discovery was very rich as the Roman occupation lasted from the second
quarter of the 1st century until the 5th century AD. Metal-working was an important
activity during the 4th century (iron and bronze) and was organised in large
workshops installed in small zones delimited by roads. In addition to a monumental
bowl and a square-shaped building, many noteworthy elements of furniture made
of bronze, iron or lead have been discovered: tools, domestic elements, harnesses,
bars and scrap from the forge, elements of finery and even a decorative element of
an openwork sheath.
A large place is devoted to hoards and deposits of metal objects, which constituted
the metal reserve for recasting and was used for minting counterfeit coins or for
repairs. It was in one of these deposits, dating from the 4th century, that an
instrument caught the attention of archaeologists and revealed itself to be an
exceptional piece from an astrological and astronomical point of view.

Inrap
With more than 1,800 collaborators and researchers Inrap is the largest French
archaeological organization and one of the foremost in Europe. A public research
establishment, it carries out most of the archaeological evaluations and excavations
in France, in partnership with private and public developers: i.e. about 2,500 sites a
year in mainland France and in the overseas departments.

Development: Community of communes of Vaux d'Yonne
Curation: Regional archaeology service(Drac Burgundy)
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Site director : Frédéric Devevey, Inrap

Musée archéologique
5, rue Docteur Maret
BP 1510 – 21033 Dijon Cedex
Tél. 03 80 30 88 54
Fax. 03 80 30 71 57
museearcheologique@ville-dijon.fr

Opening times
October 1st – May 14, 09h00 to 12h30 and 13h35 to 18h00
Wednesdays to Sundays, Mondays are reserved for school groups
Closed 1st and 11 November, 25 December, 1st January, 1st and 8 May, 14 July
Free entrance to the museum and the temporary exhibitions
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