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The European programme “Archaeology in
contemporary Europe” ends after five years of
operation
Launched in 2007, the programme “Archaeology in contemporary Europe:
professional practice and public outreach” (ACE) ended on 21 September 2012
with a seminar at the École du Louvre.
Piloted by Inrap, this programme was created with support from the Culture
programme (Culture 2007-2013) of the European Commission. It had a global
budget of 4.8 M€, have of which was provided by the European Commission. In
terms of its ambition, number of partners (13 in 10 countries) and budget, the
ACE is the largest European programme ever devoted to archaeology.
Why ACE?

An increase in construction projects has led to the development of preventive
archeology in Europe, resulting in clear changes in the field and in the profession
of archaeology. At the same time, our knowledge of the past in Europe has
changed significantly. The ACE network thus promotes contemporary archaeology
in Europe through four objectives: to explore the impact of archaeology in the
modern world, to compare archaeological practices, to contribute to the recognition
of archaeological professions, and to increase public outreach.
The meaning of the past

This research topic was explored in three international colloquia: “Contemporary faces of
the past” in Poznan in 2009, “The very beginning of Europe: cultural and social
dimensions of early-medieval migration and colonization” in Brussels in 2011, and
“Integrating archaeology, science, wish, reality” in Frankfurt in 2012. One volume has
already been published and the two others are in preparation.
Comparing archaeological practices

How is archaeology practiced in Europe? The diversity of approaches was
addressed in terms of the different fields of archaeology, legal, administrative and
financial structures, data management, etc., during the sessions of the European
Association of Archaeologists meeting in La Haye in 2010, and in workshops in
York and Brussels in 2009.
Archaeological professions

The status of archaeologists and their responsibilities were the subject of a vast
survey at the European scale. Its results were presented at the 17th annual meeting
of the EAA in the session entitled “The Archaeological Profession”. In parallel, a
programme of grants for students and young archaeologists was put into place and
a distance learning program on preventive archaeology in Europe was created.

Public outreach

With the aim of presenting archaeology to the European public, the ACE network
produced a mobile photographic exhibit entitled Working in Archaeology. It was
presented at UNESCO and in all the partner countries. A children’s book entitled
“The Archaeologist” was published in Flemish and French. ACE also participated
in archaeological festivals and documentaries (in Brussels in November 2009 and
in Bordeaux in October 2010).
A few numbers

ACE organised 15 international conferences and colloquia, 10 technical and
scientific seminars and an exhibit presented in 10 countries. It published 17 works,
including L’Europe un continent redécouvert par l’archéologie (éditions
Gallimard) and L’Archéologie du Judaïsme en France et en Europe (La
Découverte). It awarded 24 grants to young archaeologists and received more
than 50,000 visitors at the “Ville Européenne des sciences” at the Grand Palais in
2008.
ACE: 13 partners from 10 European countries

Archaeology Data Service, University of York, Great Britain; Uniwerstytet im.
Adama Mickiewicza (University Adam Mickiewicz), Poznan, Poland; Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki, Greece; Istituto per i Beni Artistici, Culturali e Naturali
della Regione Emilia-Romagna, Bologne, Italy; Instituto de Ciencias del Patrimonio
del CSIC, Saint-Jacques-de-Compostelle, Spain; Onroerend Erfgoed (Flemish
Heritage Agence), Brusells, Belgium; Römisch-Germanische Kommission,
Francfort, Germany; Universiteit Leiden, Leyde, Holland.
The programme also includes the following partners: Culture Lab – International
Cultural Expertise, Brusells; Kineon, association of the archaeological film festival,
Brussels; Kulturális Örökségvédelmi Hivatal (National Office of Hungarian
Heritage), Budapest; Archaeology unit of the city of Saint-Denis, France.
http://www.ace-archaeology.eu
Inrap

With nearly 2000 collaborators and researchers, Inrap is the largest
archaeological research structure in France and one of the most important in
Europe. Each year, this public research institution realizes approximately 1500
diagnostic archaeological operations and 250 excavations in partnership with
private and public developers in mainland France and its overseas territories. Its
missions also include the scientific exploitation of the results and the diffusion
of archaeological knowledge to the public.
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